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Strange as it may seem a rotunda that bears
no resemblance to the above definition has
come to the rescue of four Walton

recoverers whose weekly trip to TALK looked like
being a thing of the past.

All four are severely
disabled, and need
assistance when using the
toilet. All was well until last
year, when a change in the
working schedule of the
normal carer facilities at
the day centre where the
Walton group meet meant
that “the Walton Four”
would be unable to attend. After months of seeking
a solution our coordinator, Jane Langley, has found
the answer – thanks to a generous donation from
the Mayor of Elmbridge’s fund and something called
a rotunda.

Our rotunda does not fit any of the descriptions
above but instead is a metal, cage-like structure
into which the recoverer steps when they have
reached the toilet. The rotunda then rotates so that
the recoverer can easily access the toilet seat. It is

a complicated and expensive piece of equipment
and when the Mayor of Elmbridge’s fund heard of
our plight it came up with a generous donation to
fund the cost. However, TALK still had to provide

two carers to help
recoverers use the
equipment. We are
meeting half of that cost
and the other half is being
met
by a grant from Surrey
County Council, for which
we are most grateful.

When this situation first
arose Jane Langley

launched a campaign to redress the situation,
involving contacting Members of Parliament,
county council and local authority representatives
as well as the mayors of all the local authorities in
which TALK operates.

Chairman Peter Walker said: “Our aim at that time
was to seek to alter the location of the toilet.
When this failed our indefatigable coordinator
looked for other avenues to explore and came up
with – the rotunda! - cont’d p2

Building having a circular plan and a dome. A large circular room - Rotunda is any
building with a circular ground plan, often covered by a dome. It can also refer to a
round room within a building (a famous example being within the United States Capitol
in Washington, D.C.). The Pantheon in Rome is a famous rotunda…

Rotunda to the Rescue

TALK information
Talk to Peter Walker, Editor on 01483 539500 or email peter@peteriris.freeserve.co.uk

Talk to Jane Langley, Co-ordinator on 01372 841003 or email talksurrey@tesco.net
or write to ‘Grantley House’, Warwicks Bench, Guildford GU1 3SZ
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Jane Langley, 2nd from left, Janet Sutton and Caroline Jones
of Surrey County Council with the rotunda and two carers







Seven years ago Esher
businessman Mickey Green
was finalising arrangements
with American associates
with a view to bringing to the
UK the very successful
company known as Krispy
Kreme Doughnuts. His bags
were packed, ready for the
flight to the US where he
would sign contracts, when, a
week before the flight, he
suffered his stroke.
“Everything had gone,” recalls Mickey, sitting
with his wife, Jean in their home as they
remembered the events that were to change
their lives so drastically. Fortunately, the business
deal was rescued and Mickey and partner became
the owner of Krispy Kreme Doughnuts in the UK,
a business that has prospered and now has
41 outlets.

For Mickey and Jean the stroke was a challenge
to be met and overcome together, as they had
dealt with other events in their lives, beginning

when, frustrated by his attempts to become a
journalist, Mickey went to work as a Fleet Street
photographer. From this beginning Mickey
founded a photography business that led to his
company becoming official photographers for all
the film companies in the UK and America. “I
have photographed very many famous people,”
said Mickey. “Often the Queen and members of
the royal family would attend film premieres, so,
of course, I also became official royal
photographer for those evenings and Jean was
my caption writer.”
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How Mickey fought
back from his stroke
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The famous names that have been caught in
Mickey’s lens reads like a history of the cinema
over the past half century. They include Winston
Churchill, Princess Diana, Elizabeth Taylor,
Richard Burton, Sean Connery, Cilla Black, Alfred
Hitchcock, Gary Cooper, Sophia Loren, Fred
Astaire, Gene Kelley, John Wayne, Tony Curtis,
Cary Grant, Audrey Hepburn, Mel Gibson, Mick
Jagger, Brigitte Bardot, Diana Dors, Harrison Ford,
Charlton Heston, Clint Eastwood and Gregory
Peck.

“By expanding this business into other regions
we eventually employed over 600 people and
launched the company on the London Stock
Market in 1989. After 40 years in this business
I decided to branch out into property and started
a company providing homes for people with
learning disabilities. Eventually we owned 56
homes,” Mickey said.

“We have had a wonderful life and been so
happy,” said Jean. “And we were not going to let
the stroke spoil our lives.” “When the stroke
happened we were told that Mickey would not
get any better and that it would be better to put
him somewhere to be looked after and that I
should get on with the rest of my life.”

That was something that Jean could not accept.
“I read about stroke on the Internet,” she said.
“Everyone said that the most important thing was
to keep the mind active from day one.” Every
morning while Mickey was in hospital Jean would
arrive at seven o’clock to be with him. “The
speech therapist would come in but could only
allocate ten minutes to each person. I said, ‘I
know that you haven’t got the time to do this. Tell
me what to do and I’ll do it.’ I bought books for
five to seven-year-olds, teaching how to speak
and spell and to recognise pictures. I persevered

every day. I bought Scrabble and used the letters
to build words.” Jean also obtained books from
America to help her in her task of re-educating
Mickey.

“I told the family that Dad and I work from 10am
to 12noon every day, that the phones would be
switched off and that no one should come to the
house during those hours.”

Because Mickey was experiencing difficulty in
walking he needed the assistance of three people
to get him to the gym. “Using the equipment was
difficult at first,” recollected Jean. “Lots of people
said that I was pushing Mickey too hard.”

At this point in our interview Mickey interrupted: “
I don’t think you were.” With the perspective of
several years Mickey is able to see the progress
that he has made. A major milestone on the
route to recovery was the restoration of his
driving licence. “Now I drive to TALK and to play
golf,” he says.

A significant milestone on the road to recovery
occurred when Mickey took part in a drug trial
involving the use of the drug Aricept. “About five
weeks after Mickey started the course it was like
a light being switched on,” remembers Jean.
“Formerly, we would watch a DVD for about ten
minutes and then I would stop it and ask Mickey
whether he understood it. Usually he had not
followed it and I had to explain. Now I never have
to do that. It has totally changed our lives.”

Mickey joined the Walton branch of TALK and is an
enthusiastic attender. “I enjoy going there. Before
my stroke my diary was crowded. Then when I
came out of hospital it was empty. That is very
demoralising. As well as helping me, I am able to
show others what progress can be made.”
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VVIITTAALLIISSEE  ––  CCOOMMBBIINNIINNGG  RREECCRREEAATTIIOONN  WWIITTHH  RREESSPPIITTEE
We take a look at an organisation that believes disability should
never be a barrier to choice when it comes to holidays.

For people with disabilities caused by stroke,
finding genuinely accessible accommodation
for a short break or holiday can be a fraught
process.  People seeking a respite break for
the first time are naturally very wary of the
term ‘respite care’, which perhaps conjures
up visions of some cold, impersonal institution.
The national charity Vitalise has the answer.

Formerly called the Winged Fellowship Trust,
Vitalise has over 40 years’ experience of
providing bespoke nursing care, while challenging
conventional notions of respite.  Vitalise’s ethos is
freedom and choice; it firmly believes that, when
it comes to holidays, disabled people and carers
should have the same choices and opportunities
as anyone else would reasonably expect. 




